106                      WHAT ARE THE JEWS

Jews as a group are std generis.   They are unique.
Every human group, whether it be a racial, national,
or religious group, is unique in the sense that it is not
exactly like any other group ; it has characteristics of
one kind or another which distinguish it from every
other similar group, but it is of the same kind as other
groups.   Christians   differ   in   their   beliefs   from
Moslems, but both fit into a religious classification*
Englishmen differ from Frenchmen, but the differences
are national;  they belong to different nations, but
the term nation applies to them both.   The Jews
traverse all these differences*   They do not collectively
fit into any of these classifications, and there is no other
group to which the same description applies that applies
to them.   They are a unique group with a special
kind of uniqueness.   Their group-existence rests on
a unique basis, and their group-life consists of a unique
combination of elements.   That uniqueness, I shall try
to show later, is both their excellence and weakiess*
There is no other people of religion.   There are
other peoples and there are other religions; but no
one of them combines the collective quality of a
people with adherence to a particular religion.   The
Jews alone do that, as a result of their history super-
imposed on their genius.   Because they began as a
nation, they have remained a people.   Because of